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July –2020
Well we did it.
We went camping for three days at Jackson Rancheria.
The park worked with us and let us camp around a big
grassy area. We set up 10X10 canopies where all of us
visited and were still able to practice social distancing.
It was decided not to have or fix any meals and we just
brought our own snacks and beverages and got
together each day.
Wednesday July 8th we had a meeting. Betty
& Galan drove over for the meeting. The Gold
Diggers were able to give Stan & Blanche Skubic their
flag. This was their second time of being able to join
us. There are other new members out there who were
not able to join us at this Rally but will be joining us
in future Rallies to receive their flag. We also had first
time visitors looking at our club to possibly joining so
they can get back to going again. The club they are in
has not been active for awhile because of low
membership and this Covid thing

Horace, our Wagon Master, went over our camping
schedule for 2021 and is in the process of securing
agreements and confirming dates for these rallies. He will have a list of these outings to us
shortly so we can all plan our schedules. He told us he has no trail bosses scheduled yet for
these rallies but would appreciate our members with their help.
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F.M.C.A. There was quite a bit of discussion about the future of F.M.C.A. and what their plans
are. They are losing a lot of members and no one is sure if this is because of members’ cash flow
or the impact of raising the dues to $75.00 a year and changing the benefits that they offer.
F.M.C.A. has lost over 3,000 members in 2020 so far and are projecting more to come as the
year progresses.
Gold Diggers have two more rallies scheduled for the year 2020. We have Durango scheduled
for September 24th -27th. Horace is working with them because we are not sure whether we can
or want to use the club house to gather in or do we like what we did at Jackson. Larry & Penny
said they would fix Ribs if we would like for one of the meals. We have Lodi Grape festival
scheduled for Dec.6th.-10th. But, again, we are not sure if we will be able to use the Club House
to fix meals or what to do. We will keep everyone informed as we go along.
Talk Soon. And remember………………
The pessimist worries about the wind: The optimist thinks it will change: The realist adjust the
sails.

July 7, 2020
Jackson Rancheria
Jackson, CA
The meeting was called to order at 4:38 p.m. by President Al Calbreath who led the Pledge of
Allegiance. Officers present were Secretary, Betty Smith; Wagon Master, Horace Tutt; Assistant
Wagon Master, Galan Smith, and National Director, Darlene Calbreath.
Minutes: Betty read the minutes of March 7, 2020, and they were approved as read.
President: Al introduced our guests John Boyd and his friend Jeanne from Escalon.
Al presented a four-page letter from Jon Walker FMCA National President which I have scanned and
attached to these minutes. Reportedly, FMCA Assist should be active until the end of 2020. We
aren’t sure if there will be a Western rally in Indio, and it’s possible it will be moved to Tucson in
March. We should have more information in the next two to three months. If there is a rally, Patty
Stahl will be in charge of the parade. It’s possible Gold Diggers will not be in charge of the Welcome
committee as we might not have enough members at the rally.
Membership: Stan and Blanche Skubic were inducted into the Gold Diggers and given their flag.
Welcome Stan and Blanche!
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Wagon Master: Horace talked about our next rally at Durango in September. He says that Durango
has an outdoor barbeque area that we can use if we want to. Because of the Covid, there won’t be
access to an indoor room. He spoke a bit on our situation with FMCA because of this Covid. He said
even though FMCA is having some problems, “FMCA is like an extra pair of pants in the closet, it’s
nice if you need them!” Horace also said if there is not a Western rally at Indio, our chapter will plan
something else. March we’ll be going to Kit Fox, in May we’ll be going to Heritage in Corning, July
Jackson Rancheria and September Bodega Bay and as traditional, Lodi for our Nov/Dec rally. Larry
and Penny Blalock and Bonnie and Jim Roberts have stepped up to Trail Boss the Durango Rally.
Horace is looking forward to “SAFE travels and GOOD friends”!!
It was moved, seconded and carried to adjourn the meeting at 5:20 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Betty Smith, Secretary

As of July, we have 21 Active members, 1 Appicant and 1 Life Membership. At our
Jackson Rancheria rally, we inducted Blanche and Stan Skubic who submitted their
application at Indio. Welcome Blanche and Stan!! In other membership news, the
Pettits, play tiddley winks in their spare time and spend most of their time annoying
their neighbors. The Smiths, who live in Monkey Knees, Colorado are proud
members of Mensa and give all their spare money to charity.

There is absolutely NO truth to the rumor that the FMCA Gold Diggers
Chapter is going to be renamed the “Calbreath Family Social Club”.
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And a good time was had by all, in spite of that dang Covid thang!

1

New members ; Stanley & Blanch Skubic

Page 4

June/July 2020

Page 5

Volume 27 Number 3

June/July 2020

Volume 27 Number 3

*THE RULES FOR LIFE*
1. Lerman's Law of Technology: Any technical problem can be overcome given enough time and
money. Corollary: You are never given enough time or money.
2. Murphy's First Law for Wives: If you ask your husband to pick up five items at the store and then
you add one more as an afterthought, he will forget two of the first five.
3. Law of the Search: The first place to look for anything is the last place you would expect to find it.
Corollary: It will not be in the last place you expect to find it.
4. Kauffman's Paradox of the Corporation: The less important you are to the corporation, the more
your tardiness or absence is noticed.
5. The Salary Axiom: The pay raise is just large enough to increase your taxes and just small enough to
have no effect on your take-home pay.
6. Miller's Law of Insurance: Insurance covers everything except what happens.
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7. First Law of Living: As soon as you start doing what you always wanted to be doing, you'll want to
be doing something else.
(Stay tuned for more “Rules for Life”.)

Given the unbelievable heat we have experienced lately, I think these next two are appropriate.
Several Americans have been seen sneaking into Canada.
The Prime Minister has made the decision to build a wall.

Birthdays are good for your
health; - - - the more you have,
the longer you live!
2-Jun
22-Jun
23-Jun
16-Jul
24-Jul
2-Aug
22-Aug
31-Aug
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Jennings, Richard
Pettit, Jonni
Stahl, Patricia
Stockbridge, Terry
Pedrazzi, Claudia
Nelson, Mary
Skubic, Blanche
Lushenko, Donovan

1-Jun
8-Jun
26-Jun
30-Jun
10-Jul

Nelson, Donald and Mary
Davis, Leonard and June
Pettit, Angela and Jonni
Roberson, Gabe and Mary
Burns, Robert and Penny
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DATE

LOCATION

TRAIL BOSS(ES)

January 4 – 12

Indio

Al & Darlene

March 5 – 8

The Lakes (Chowchilla)

Pettit’s & Pedrazzi’s

May 14 – 17 Canceled

Kit Fox (Patterson)

Roberts & Blalock

July 7 – 10 Stay tuned

Jackson Rancheria

Calbreath & Stockbridge

September 24 – 27

Durango (Red Bluff)

The Al Calbreaths

December 3 – 6

Lodi Grape Festival

Officers

DATE

LOCATION

TRAIL BOSS(ES)

January 3 - 10

Indio

Al & Darlene

March 25 - 28

Kit Fox (Patterson

May 20 – 23

Heritage (Corning)

July 20 – 23

Jackson Rancheria

September 16 – 19

Bodega Bay

December 9 – 12

Lodi Grape Festival
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Order Tee Shirts from-Betty Smith, betsmith38@hotmail.com
Cost each is $19.50. They only come in men sizes, Medium to XXX large. They are black with
Gold Diggers Logo on the front in brilliant gold color.
Order badges from: BADGES “R” US TUbadgesrus@aol.comUT (760) 212-0682, 411 N. 6th
St. # 2444, Emery, S.D. 57332. Name badges, $7.25, including taxes, shipping/handling is $1.00
per badge, max. $4.00. Bola Ties are $2.50 extra. (Specify color). Please include on your badge
your name (s), & the words Gold Diggers, FMCA number, and City.
Order Jackets: We have new jackets in stock with our logo on the back, size S.to XXL $34.00.
Embroidered name on the front is an additional $6.00. We have 3 size Small and 1 size Large
gently used jackets for $20.00 each. Please contact Marilyn if you want more information.
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